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By way of rendering honor to whom honor is due, it should be 
noted that the Oberlin play was under the direction of Mr. Leigh 
Alexander, the metrical translation was by Mr. John Stone, 
Oberlin '17, the scenery was built by the Cleveland Museum of 
Art and painted by the students of the Cleveland School of Art. 
Mr. Frederic Allen Whiting, director of the Museum, proved his 
own and his splendid museum's close affiliation with the Classical 
Association not only by contributing to its program a most helpful 
paper on "The Art Museum and the Teacher of the Classics," 
but by giving a delightful dinner and reception to the past and 
present officers of the Association and the contributors to the 
program. 



THE NEW ENGLAND MEETING 

The Classical Association of New England held its fifteenth 
annual meeting at Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut, 
April 2 and 3, 1920. The story of this meeting might be summed 
up by saying that the writer, who has attended many meetings of 
several organizations, has never been present at one at which a 
greater enthusiasm and a finer spirit have been apparent at all 
sessions, both formal and informal. The characteristics of this 
meeting may be repeated, and I trust they will be, on future 
occasions, but they can hardly be outdone. There was no hint 
of yielding to any hostile attack that may threaten us along the 
"Hinderiburg line." On the contrary, it was shown that we are 
ready to meet the enemy at the points he may select for encounters 
and even to take the offensive in sectors that he may not choose 
for attacks. 

It is never possible to state the exact number of those in attend- 
ance because so many fail to register. It is safe, however, to say 
that more than one hundred and twenty-five attended the various 
sessions. This is an unusual number in the history of the Asso- 
ciation, and probably it would have been still larger had it not been 
for the rain on Friday. Wesleyan University did everything that 
could be done for our comfort and entertainment during the two 
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days. Dormitory rooms and all meals were provided for us during 
the entire time of our stay in the city. The rooms were fine and 
the breakfasts, luncheons, and dinner left nothing to be desired. 

On Friday evening there was a formal program of three papers. 
After this came an organ recital in the college chapel by Mr. J. 
Clair Beebe, music director of the South Congregational Church, 
New Britain, Connecticut. The selections on the program exhib- 
ited the great power of the organ as well as the technique of the 
organist. The numbers were rendered with a fine feeling and 
sympathy which greatly charmed the whole audience. It was a 
delightful hour and one long to be remembered. 

The organ recital was followed by a reception for the ladies, 
given by Mrs. Shanklin and the ladies of the classical faculty, at 
the President's house, and by a smoker for the gentlemen in the 
reception room of the new dormitory. Each of these was most 
highly enjoyed and fulfilled its purpose. There was no dull moment ; 
quite the contrary. It was after midnight when the smoker, at 
least, came to an end and many of the affairs of the nations had 
been settled in most enjoyable conversation. 

A brief outline of all the papers will be published in the Asso- 
ciation's annual Bulletin, a copy of which will be sent to anyone 
on request. Many of the papers will be given in full in future 
issues of the Classical Journal. The subjects were varied, including 
many of our fields of interest. Some of them were pedagogical, 
one was archaeological, and many were literary, while all were 
excellent in form and presentation. Real humor was abundant, 
and it was proved once more, as was done at Pittsburgh last Decem- 
ber, that even pedagogy is not dry. Ample time was allowed for 
discussion, except on Friday evening, when the rest of the program 
compelled its omission. 

At the end of the Friday afternoon's program came a Greek 
Round Table for the discussion of such problems as those in attend- 
ance cared to bring up. So many attended that it was necessary 
to adjourn to a larger room, where an animated discussion of many 
subjects continued from 4:00 p.m. to 5 -.4$ p.m. Had time allowed 
the discussion would have lasted much longer. Everyone was 
interested and there were no unoccupied moments. 
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Although all the papers were excellent, it seems permissible to 
pick out one for especial mention. I refer to the address on " Shall 
We Teach the Classics in Translation?" by Chauncey B. Tinker, 
professor of English, Yale University. Professor Tinker is a 
devoted friend of the classics, and it is well for our cause that it has 
such friends in other fields. The speaker mentioned the fact that 
Latin is apparently bearing the brunt of the attack today. In 
reality, however, the foe is merely trying to cut us to pieces in 
detail. Having demolished the classics, he will at once turn his 
guns in other directions upon everything that is worth teaching 
and which tends toward a liberal education — mathematics, modern 
languages, including English, etc. Within fifteen years, or probably 
within a shorter time than this, the teaching of English literature 
will be attacked as wholly useless in "modern" life. The classics 
should be taught partly in translation and this must be done by 
the Greek and Latin teachers. If this is done, the bright and 
wide-awake students, eager to know what the original contains 
that is lacking in the translation, will surely be led to begin, if 
need be, the study of the language. Even Chapman's Homer 
is largely Chapman and not Homer. 

Cold type could never reproduce the charm of the address as 
delivered. It is nevertheless hoped that the entire discourse may 
appear in the Journal. Indeed the Secretary has never before 
been so deluged with emphatic requests from members for the 
publication of any paper, and this is saying much. 

A distinguished honor was paid to Dean George E. Howes in 
the following resolution, introduced by Professor Charles H. Forbes 
after a characteristic and inimitable brief address: 

Resolved, That the Classical Association of New England hereby expresses 
its profound gratitude to Dean George E. Howes for his self-forgetful labors 
in behalf of this organization, as its honored Secretary and Treasurer for many 
years. His energy carried us through the early days of formation and adjust- 
ment; his foresight assured our growth and independence; his practical 
ability kept our resources ahead of our expenditures. With cheerful optimism 
and the light touch of humor, he lifted us on the wings of the morning and 
helped to make our days of meeting sunny for remembrance. 

It is our esteemed privilege to offer to Williams College our felicitations 
that his ripened powers and willing spirit are so happily disposed in its service. 
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The officers elected for the coming year are as follows : president, 
Frank C. Babbitt, Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut; vice- 
president, Miss Alice M. Wing, Central High School, Springfield, 
Massachusetts; secretary-treasurer, Monroe N. Wetmore, Wil- 
liams College, Williamstown, Massachusetts; acting secretary- 
treasurer, John S. Galbrath, Williams College, Williamstown, 
Massachusetts; Executive Committee, for two years: Donald 
Cameron, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts; Miss Mary 
C. Robinson, The High School, Bangor, Maine; the other members 
of the Executive Committee, whose terms expire in 1921, are Karl 
P. Harrington, Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut, 
and Miss Ruth B. Franklin, Rogers' High School, Newport, Rhode 
Island. Representative on the Classical League, George E. Howes, 
Williams College, Williamstown, Massachusetts. 

M. N. W. 



